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: By Iaac Bickerltaf Efq; 


Quicquid agunt Homines noftri Farrago Libelii. 





From Saturday Auguft 27. 


White's Chocolate-houfe, Auguft 29. 
MONG many Phrates which have crept 
into Converiation, efpecially of iuch 
Company as frequent this Place, there 
is not one which mifleads me more, 
than that of a Fellow of a great deal of 
Fire. This Metaphorical Term, Fire, has done much 
Good in keeping Coxcombs in Awe of one ano- 
ther; but at the iame Time it has made ‘em trou- 
bleiome to every Body elie. You tec in the very 
Air ot a Fellow of Fire tomething 10 expreflive of 


what he would be at, that if it were not for Self- 


Prefervaiion, a Man would laugh out, had laft 
Night the Fate to drink a Bottle with Two of 
theie Fire-men, who are indeed difpersd like the 
Mirmidons in all Quarters, and to be met with 
among hole of the mott different Education. One 
of my Companions was a Scholar with Fire; the 
other a Soidier of the fame Complexion My learn- 
ed Man wouid tall into Difpuies, and argue with- 
ou. any Manner ot Provocation or Contradiction : 
The outer was decifive wishout Words, and would 
give a Surug or an Oath toexpreis hisOpinion, My. 
Yearnei Man was a meer Scholar, and my Man or 
War a ineer Soldier. The Particularity ot the Firtt 
was ridiculous ; chat ot the Second, terrible. They 
wer. Relations by Blood, which in tome Mesiure 
moucrated their Exiravagancies towards each ower : 
But 1 gave my icit up mecrly as a Perion of no 
Noie in tie Company, but as if brought to 
be convined, that | was an inconfiderable Thing 
any oikerwie than that they would fhow each 
otiicr to me, and make me Spectaior of the Tri- 
umph they alernately enjoy’d. The Scholar has 
been vary converiant with Looks, aud the 
ouher wiih Men only; which makes ‘em boih tu- 
perticial ; For the Tait of Books is neceflary to our 
Behaviour in the belt Company, and the Know- 
ledge ot Men is requir'd for a true Relith ot Books? 
Bui ticy have both Fire, which makes one pais 
for a Man of Scuie, and the other for a Fine Gen- 
tle.au. But 1 tound I could eafily enough pais 
miy fume with the Scholar; tor it 1 iccm‘d not to 
do juttice to his Parts and Sentiments, he pitied 
me, and lec me alone. but the Warnor could 
not lei it reft there; 1 muft know all that happen d 
within his thallow Obiervations of the Nature of 
the War: To all which he added, an Air of Lazi- 
nes, and Contempt ot thoie ot his Companions 
who were eminent for delighting in the Exercii¢ 
and Kuowledge of ther Duty. Thus 1 1s, that 
all the young Fellows of much aunnal Lite, and 
luth: Uidertianding, that repair to our Armies, 
uiurp upon the Converiation of reaionable Men, 
unde tic Notion of having Fire. The Word has 
not been o: greater Uie to thallow Lovers, to tup- 
ply ‘em wiih Chat to their Mittreffes, than it has 
been to preicnded Men ot Pleaiure to iupport ‘em 
in being pert and dull, and faying ot every Fool 
of their Oruer, Such a one has Fire. There is Co- 
lonel Traxcheon, who marches with Divifions rea- 
dy on all Occafions ; an Hero who never doubted 
in his Lic, but is ever politively fxd im the 
Wrong, not out of obitinate Opimon, but invin- 
civie S.upidity. It is very unhappy tor this Lau- 
tude o: Londow, that it is poifible sor iuch as can 
learn only Faithion, Habit, and a Set of common 
Phratcs ot Salutation, to pats with no other Ac- 
complifhments, in this Nation df Freedom, tor 


Men of Couveriation and Senie, All theie ought 
to pretind to, 1s, not to offend ; but they carry it 
10 tar, as to be negligent, whether they offend or 


to Tuefday Anguft 30. 1709. 


not ; For .chey have Fire. But their Force differs 
from true Spirit, as much as a vicious from a met- 
ticiome Horie. A Man of Fire is a general Ene- 
my -to all the Waiters where you drink, is the on- 
ly Man affronted at the Company's being neglected 

and makes the Drawers abroad, his Valet de 
Chambre and Footmen at home, know, he is not 
to be provok’d without Danger. This is not the 
Fire that aniumates the noble Marinus, a Youth of 
good Nature, Affability, and Moderation. He com- 
mands his Ship, as an Intelligence moves its Orb: 
He 1s the vital Lite, and his Officers the Limbs of 
the Machine. His Vivacity is feen in doing all the 
Othces of Life with Readineis-of Spirit, and Pro- 
priety in the Manner of doing ‘em. To be ever 
active in laudable Puriuits, is the diftinguithing 
Character of a Man of Ment; while the common 
Behaviour of every gay Coxcomb of Fire is to be 
confidently in the wrong, and dare to perfift in it. 

; Will's Coffee-houfe, Augujl 29. 

It is a common Obj-ction againit Writings of a 
Satyrical Mixture, that they hurt Men in their Re- 
ae, and coniequently in their Fortunes and 

‘oflethons ; but a Gentleman who frequents this 

Room declar'd, he was of Opinion it ought to be 
1o, provided iuch Performances had thew proper 

Reiinictions. The greatett Evils in human Society 
are fuch as no Law can comeat ; as in the Cate of 
Jngratitude, where the Manner of obliging very 
often leaves the Benefaétor without Means of de- 
manding Juftice, tho’ that very Circuinttance thould 
be the more binding to the Perion who has receiv’d 
the benefit. On fuch an Occafion, thall it be poffi- 
ble tor the Malcta¢tor to eicape? And is it not 
Jawtul to fet Marks upon Perions who live within 
the Law, and do bate Things? Shall nor we ufe 
the iain.e Frotection of thoie Laws to punith ’em 

which they have to. defend themtcives? We fhall 
theretore take it for a very moral Action to find a 
good Appellation for Offenders, and to turn ’em 
into Ridicule under feign’d Names. But 1 am ad- 
vertisd by a Letter of dxgy? the 25th, That 
the Name of Copper/mith has very much wanted 
Explanation in the City, and by that Means un- 
jultly giv'n, by thole who are conticious they de- 
jerve it themielves, to an honett and worthy Citi- 
zen belonging to ihe Copper-Uffice ; but that Word 
18 framd out of a moral Contideration of Wealth 
amongit Men, whereby he that has gotten any Part 
of it by Injuitice and Extortion, is to be thought 
in the Eye of virtuous Men fo much the poorer 
for juch Gain. Thus all the Gold which is torn 
trom our Neighbours, by making Advantage of 
their Wants, is Copper ; and I authorize the Lom- 
bards to dittinguith themiclves accordingly. All 
the honeft, wio make a reatonable Profit, both for 
the Advantage of themfeives and thote they deal 
with, are Goldfimiths ; but thoie who tear un- 
juitly all they can, Coppertiniths, At the fame 
tune I defire him who is molt guilty, to fit down 
faustied with Kiches and Contempt, and be known 
by the Title ot, The Copperjmith; as being the Chief 
of that reipected, contemptible Fraternity. This is 
the Cate of all others mention’d in our Lucubra- 
tions, particularly ot Srensor, who goes on in his 
Vocirerations at St. Pawl’s with to much Ovitinacy 

that he has receiv’d Admonition from Si. Peter's tor 
it trom a Perion of eminent Wit and Picty ; but 
who is by old Age reduc io tiie infirmity of 
flecping, at a Service, to winch he has been Fitty 
Years attentive, and whoie Death, whenever it 
happens, may, with that of the Saints, well be call’dy. 
Falligg’ 
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Falling afleep; for the Innocence of his Life makes 
him expect it as indifferently as he does his ordinas 
ry Reft. This gives him a Chearfulnefs of Spirit 
to rally kis own Weaknels, and made him write 
to Stentor to hearken to my Admonitions. Brother 
Stentor, (iaid he) for the Repofe of the Church, 
hearken to Bicker/aff, and confider, that while you 
are fo devout at St. Pawl’s, we cannot fleep for you 
at St. Peter's, 
From my own Apartment, Auguft 29. 

There has been lately fent me a much harder Que- 
ftion than was ever yet put to me fince I profets'd 
Aftrology; to wit, How far, and to what Age, 
Women ought to make their Beauty their chiet 
Concern? The Regard and Care of their Faces and 
Perfons are as varioufly to be confider'd, as their 
Complexions themielves differ ; but 1f one may 
tranigrets again{t the careful Practice of phe Fair 
Sex {9 much asto give an Opinion againtt it, [hum- 
bly prefume, that lefs Care, better apply'd, would 
increafe their Empire, and make it lattas long as 
Life. Whereas now, from their own Example, we 
take our Efteem of their Merit ; for it is very juft, 
that the who values her felf only on her Beauty, 
fhould be regarded by others only for the fame Con- 


fideration. But there is certainly a liberal and pe-- 


dantick Education among Women as well as Men, 
and the Merit lafts accordingly. She therefore that 
is bred with Freedom, and in good Gompany, con- 
fiders Men according to their repective Characters 
and Diftinétions ; but fhe that 1s lock’d up from 
fuch Ofervations, will confider her Father’s Butler 
not as a Butler, butas a Man. Jn like Manner, when 
Men converfe with Women, the well-bred and in- 
telligent are look’d upon with an Obfervation 
{uitable to their different Talents and Accomplith- 
ments, without Reipect to their Sex; while a meer 
Woman can be obferv’d under no Confideration 
but that of a Woman; afd there can be but one 
Reafon for placing any Value upon her, or lofing 
Time in her Company. Wherefore I am of O- 
pinion, that the Rule for pleafing long, is, to ob- 
tain fuch Qualifications as would make them fo 
were they not Women. Let the beauteous Cleomira 
then fhew us her real Face, and know, that every 
Stage of Life has its peculiar Charms, and that 
there is no Neceflity for Fifty to be Fifteeen: That 
Childith colouring of her Cheeks is now as un- 
eracetul,as that Shape would have been when her 
Face wore itsreal Countenance. She has Senfe, and 
ought to know, that if the will not follow Nature, 
Nature will follow her. Time then has made that 
Perion, which had (when I vilited her Grandfather) 
an agreeable Bloom, iprightly Air, and foft Utte- 
rance, new no lefs gracetul ina lovely Aipect, an 
awiul Manner, and maternal Wiidom. But her 
Heart was fo ict upon her firlt Character, that the 
neglects and repines at her prefent; not that the 
is again{t a more {taid Conduét in others, for the 
recommends Gravity, Circumipegnion, and Severity 
of Countenance, to her Daughicr. Thus, againtt 
all Chronology, the Girl is the Sage, the Mother 
the Fine Lady. But thete great Evils proceed trom 
an unaccountable wild Method in the Education of 
the better half of the World, the Women. We 
have no {uch Thing zs a Standard for good Breeding, 
I was the other Day at my Lady Wealthy’s, and ask'd 
one of her Daughters, How the did ? She antwer'd, 
She never conversd with Men, The fame Day I 
vified at Lady Plantncll’s, and ask'd her Daughter 
the fame Queition. She anfwers, What's that to 
you, you old Thief? And gives mea Slap on the 
Shoulders. I defy any Man in England, except he 
knows the Family betore he enters, to be able to 
judge whether he {hall be agreeable or not, when he 
comes into it. You find esther tome odd old Wo- 
man, who is permitted torule as long as the lives, 
in Hopes of her Death, and to interrupt all Things; 
or fome impertinent young Woman, who will talk 
fillily upon the Strength of looking beautitully. 
I will not anfwer for it, but that it may be, that I 
(like all other old Fellows) have a Fondnets for the 
Fafhions and Manners which prevail’d when I was 
young and in Fafhion my felf: But. certain it is, 
that the Tait of Grace and Beauty 1s very inuch 


lower'd ! The fine Women they fhow me now-s: 
Days, are at beft but pretty Girls, to me who have 
feen Sachariffa, when all the World repeated the Po- 
ems fhe — ; and Villaria, when a youthful 
King was her Subject. The Things you follow 
and make Songs of now, fhould be Tens to knit, or 
fit down to Bobbins or Bone-lace : They are indeed 
neat, and fo are their Simpltrefies; they are pretty, 
and fo are their Handmmaids. But that graceful Mo- 
tion, that awful Mien, and that winning Attraction, 
which grew upon ’em from the Thoughts and Con- 
veriations they met with in my Time, are.now no 
more feen. They tell me lam old: Iam glad I am 
fo; for 1 don’t like your prefent young Ladies, 
Thofe among us who do fet up for any Thing of 
Decorum, do fo miftake the Matter, that they offend 
on the otherSide. Five young Ladies, who are of 
no {mall Fame for their great Severity of Manners, 
and exemplary Behaviour, would lately go no where 
with their Lovers but toan Organ-loft in a Church, 
where they had a Cold Treat, and fome few Opera 
Songs, to their great Refrcfhment and Edification. 
Whether thefe prudent Perfons had not been ag 
much fo if this had been done at a Tavern, is mot 
very hard to determine, Tis {uch filly Starts and 
Incoherences which undervalue the beauteous Sex, 


and puzzle us in our Choice of Sweetnefs of Temper _ 


and Simplicity of Manners, which are the on 
latting Charms of Woman. But 1 mutt leave this 
important Subject at prefent, for fome Matters 
which prefs for Publication ; as you will obierve 
in the following Letter : 


Dear Sir, 
¢ T! S natural for diftant Relations to claim 


<r. Kindred with a rifing Family ; tho’ at this 

Time, Zeal to my Country, not Intere@, calls 

me out. The ee being fhortly to take 
the Field, all good Proteftants would be pleafed 
that their Arms and Valour fhould fhine with e- 

ual Luftre. A Council of War was lately held, 
the Honourable Colonel Mortar being Prefident. 
After many Debates, ‘twas unanimoully refolved, 
That Major Blunder, a moft expert Officer, thould 
be detach’d for Bromingham to buy Arms, and to 
prove his Fire-locks on the Spot, as well to pre- 
vent Expence, as Difappointment in the Day of 
Battle, The Major being a Perion of confummate 
Experience, was inve(ted with a Difcretionary 
Power. He knew from ancient Story, that {e- 
curing the Rear, and making a glorious Retreat, 
was the molt celebrated Piece of Conduct, Ac- 
cordingly {uch Meafutes were taken to prevent 
Surprize in the Rear of his Arms, that even Pallas 
her felf, in the Shape of Rutt, could not invade 
‘em. They were drawn into clofe Order, firmly 
embodied, and arrived tecurely without Touch- 
holes. Great and National Actions deferve popu- 
lar Applaute ; and as Praile is no Expence to the 
Publick, therefore, deareft Kinfinan, I commu- 
nicate this to you, as well to oblige this Nurfery 
‘ - Heroes, as to do juftice to my native Country. 

am 


London, Aug. 26. Your moft affettionate Ki 
Artillery Groun {, yf afi infman, 
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Offspring Twig. 


A War-horf, belonging to one of the Colonels of the 
Artillery, to be Let or Sold, He may be feen, adorn'd 
with Ribbons, and Jet forth to the beft Advantage, the 
next Training Day. 


Alvertifements. 


w& Several Pieces of fine Plain Mullin to be fold, at the 
Milline:’s Shop next “t r-y’s, going isto Se. James’s Park, at 
Five Shillings Six-pence ¢1¢ Yard. 

On Thurtday next will be Publith'd, 


** The Seventh Vol. of the Works of Mr. Wm. Shake 
{peare: Containing, Venus and Adonis, Tarquin and Lucrece ; 
wih all his Mifcellany Poems, and Critical Remarks on iis 
Works. To which is prefix’d, an Efflay on the Are, Rife, and 
Progrefs, of the Stage in Giesce, Rome, and England, Adorn’ 
with Cuts. Printed for E. Curll at the Dial and Bible againit 
St. Dunttan’s Courch, and &. Sanger at the Pott-houle in Fleer 
ttreet. N.B. This Volume is prinsed exactly as the Plays, and 
* fome on large Paper to compleat Sets. 





Sold by John Morphew near Statiowers-Hall,; where Aduertifements are taken in. 








